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NEWS ITEMS 

Mr. O. F. Cook, of the United States Department of Agricul- 
ture, is in Guatemala, working upon various botanical problems 
of an economic character. 

Mr. John F. Co well, director of the Botanic Garden at Buffalo, 
N. Y., returned in the latter part of March from a collecting 
expedition to Panama. 

Professor A. D. Selby, botanist of the Ohio Agricultural 
Experiment Station, Wooster, Ohio, returned early in April from 
a several months' visit to Europe. 

Professor E. C. Jeffrey, of Harvard University, has been 
awarded from the Elizabeth Thompson Science Fund a grant of 
#200 " for the study of cupressineous conifers." 

Dr. D. T MacDougal, accompanied by Mr. G. G. Copp, left 
New York on March xo to continue his studies of desert vegeta- 
tion in the lower part of the valley of the Colorado River. He 
is expected to return late in April. 

Colonel Nicolas Pike, a veteran naturalist, known to botanists 
chiefly by his collections of marine algae in the vicinity of New 
York, in Portugal, and in Mauritius, died in New York City, on 
April 1 1 at the age of eighty -seven years. Pikca, a Califor- 
nian genus of red algae, was named in his honor by Harvey 
in 1853. 

Volume 9 of the Contributions from the United States Na- 
tional Herbarium is an alphabetical annotated list of " The Use- 
ful Plants of the Island of Guam, with an introductory account 
of the natural history of the island, of the character and history 
of its people, and of their agriculture," written by William 
Edwin Safford. The volume is well illustrated and contains 
much of general interest. 

Professor Francis E. Lloyd, of the Teachers College, Colum- 
bia University, has been awarded a grant of $500 by the Carnegie 
Institution to further his studies of stomatal action and transpira- 
tion in desert plants. He will spend the summer at the Desert 
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Botanical Laboratory of the Carnegie Institution at Tucson, 
Arizona, where he will continue the researches which he began 
there during the summer of 1904. 

Popular interest in the study of American trees will be stimu- 
lated by the recently published " Manual of the Trees of North 
America (exclusive of Mexico) " by Charles Sprague Sargent, 
director of the Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University. The 
descriptions are accompanied by text-figures. A recent work of 
more general scope but with special reference to the native and 
cultivated trees of Great Britain is entitled " Trees : A Hand- 
book of Forest Botany for the Woodlands and the Laboratory" 
and is written by Professor H. Marshall Ward, of Cambridge 
University. This is in two small octavo volumes and forms a 
part of the Cambridge Biological Series. 

Under the patronage of the Caroline and Olivia Phelps Stokes 
Fund of the New York Botanical Garden, the Wild Flower Pres- 
ervation Society of America has printed on cloth (10 x 12 in.) 
numerous copies of the following notice : " The Gathering of 
Wild Flowers and Ferns and the Cutting or Injuring of Any Tree 
or Shrub, or the Starting of Fires on these Premises, is Strictly 
Forbidden under Penalty of the Law." Any one desiring to 
make use of such notices will be supplied with them gratis on 
application to Mrs. N. L. Britton, Secretary of the Wild Flower 
Preservation Society of America, New York Botanical Garden, 
Bronx Park, New York City. 

An experiment is being made at the New York Botanical 
Garden in the direction of active cooperation with the nature-study 
work of the public schools of New York City, the experiment 
being begun with the children of the " 4 B " grade of the Bor- 
ough of the Bronx. The course consists of three illustrated 
lectures, supplemented by demonstrations in the museums and 
greenhouses, and also out of doors, with the cultivated and native 
plants of the Garden. The first lecture of the series has been 
given by Dr. Marshall A. Howe, assistant curator ; the second 
will be given by Mr. George V. Nash, head gardener, and the 
third by Dr. N. L. Britton, director-in-chief, other members of 
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the Garden staff assisting in the demonstrations. The lectures 
are delivered to groups of 700 to 800 children, who are after- 
wards arranged in squads of 40 or 50 for the demonstrations. 

Professor Hugo de Vries, whose visit to America last year 
was such a genuine pleasure to all who met him, has just pub- 
lished a volume of 438 pages on his impressions of America 
under the title " Naar California " illustrated with numerous half- 
tones. He includes chapters on the land and people, fruit cul- 
ture, new varieties of fruit (with an account of two visits to Lu- 
ther Burbank), irrigation, and the mountains and flora, ending 
with " Persoonlijke Herinneringen," giving account of his land- 
ing at New York, the commencement exercises at Columbia 
University, where he received the degree of Doctor of Science, his 
journey to California by the way of the Desert Laboratory at 
Tucson, and his return by the northern route including a stop 
at Chicago where he made the convocation address and received 
a second honorary doctorate at the University of Chicago. The 
work is full of botanical observations, as might be expected by 
those who know its writer personally. 

In Bulletin no. 71 of the Bureau of Plant Industry, entitled 
" Soil Inoculation for Legumes," Dr. George T. Moore brings 
to the attention of the public another triumph of modern botani- 
cal science in its relation to agriculture. It has long been known 
that certain bacterial organisms living in the roots of leguminous 
plants and commonly causing tubercles upon them have the 
power of fixing free nitrogen, which is later taken advantage of 
by the host plants. Leguminous plants with root-tubercles are 
not only, as a rule, especially in a sterile soil, much more vigor- 
ous than those that are destitute of them, but the soil upon 
which they grow and decay is thereby enriched in nitrogenous 
materials as well as in the carbon compounds. Dr. Moore and 
his associates in the Bureau of Plant Industry have now perfected 
an inexpensive method of inoculating the soil with the proper 
microorganism. More than 12,000 tests have been made by 
practical farmers upon various leguminous crops and in nearly 
all the states of the Union, and the reports indicate a distinct 
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success for the method. The processes have been patented by 
the Department of Agriculture in the name of Dr. Moore in order 
to protect them for the use of the public. 

Invitations and preliminary programs for the International 
Botanical Congress, meeting in Vienna, June 11-18, 1905, have 
been distributed. A four weeks' excursion to Illyria has been 
arranged to take place before the meeting of the Congress, and 
after the Congress are scheduled excursions to the Austrian 
coast, to the eastern Alps, and to the Lower Austrian mountains 
and the valley of the Danube. Shorter excursions in the neigh- 
borhood of Vienna have been arranged for the week of the Con- 
gress. In addition to the discussion of the nomenclature question, 
which is to be made a special feature of the convention, papers 
bearing upon various aspects of botany are to be read, and there 
will bean exhibition comprising three sections, as follows: (1) 
Historical, (2) Modern Appliances for Research and Instruction, 
(3) Horticultural. The American delegates, elected and, accord- 
ing to the rules of Congress, entitled to vote in the deliberations 
upon the nomenclature question, are, so far as we have learned, 
the following : Members of the International Nomenclature Com- 
mission, N. L. Britton, E. L. Greene, B. L. Robinson, J. D. Smith ; 
Delegates from Section G, American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, C. R. Barnes, H. C. Cowles, C. L. Shear ; from 
the Botanical Society of America, J. C. Arthur ; from the Society 
for Plant Morphology and Physiology, W. G. Farlow ; from U. 
S. Department of Agriculture, A. F. Woods ; from the Torrey 
Botanical Club, N. L. Britton, L. M. Underwood ; from the New 
York Academy of Sciences, L. M. Undenvood ; from the New 
York Botanical Garden, J. H. Barnhart ; the American Academy 
of Arts and Sciences, the New England Botanical Club, the Bos- 
ton Society of Natural History, and the Vermont Botanical Club 
will be represented by B. L. Robinson. 

The program of the spring lectures at the New York Botan- 
ical Garden, to be delivered in the lecture hall of the museum 
building, Bronx Park, on Saturday afternoons, at 4:30 o'clock, is 
as follows : 
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April 29, " The Indian and his Uses for Plants," by Mr. Fred- 
erick V. Coville ; May 6, " The Pines and their Life History," by 
Professor Francis E. Lloyd ; May 13, " Botanical Aspects of the 
Deserts of Arizona, California, Sonora and Baja California," by 
Dr. D. T. MacDougal ; May 20, " The Coralline Seaweeds," by 
Dr. Marshall A. Howe ; May 27, " Cuba," by Dr. W. A. Mur- 
rill ; June 3, " Vegetable Poisons and their Strange Uses," by 
Dr. H. H. Rusby. 

Mr. Harlan Harvey York, who for the past two years has 
been an assistant in botany in the Ohio State University at Co- 
lumbus, has been appointed fellow in botany in Columbia Univer- 
sity for the year 1905-06. Mr. York received the degree of 
B.S. from De Pauw University in 1903. 



